Do I really need a 4 or 2-wheel tractor?

It’s a fact that a 4-wheel drive tractor will pull about 30% better than a 2-wheel drive for any given horsepower!  This is strictly due to the traction, so if the tractor is light weight, then 4-wheel is important and in many cases required!

The things you need to ask yourself:

1. What kind of soil will I be working with?  If it is sand that you would stick a 2-wheel drive car in you should lean toward the 4-wheel for pulling or working a front end loader.  If it is not loose sand, a heavy 2-wheel tractor will work great and save you money!
2. Will I be working up and down hill or is it fairly flat?  With a front loader, working downhill the rear tires tend to loose traction when you pick up a load. This is due to the weight transfer from the rear to the front of the tractor.  If it is fairly level ground, a heavy 2-wheel tractor will work great and save you money!
3. How heavy is the tractor you are considering?  If the tractor weight will not keep the wheels from spinning you will not get much work done, especially if you have a front loader.
Many tractors today are being made lighter.  This has a drastic effect on the traction and its ability to lift with the 3-point and the front loader!

You will find it is better to compare the weight of the tractor even more so, than the Horsepower!  Not all 35 or 60 HP tractors are the same!  Some brands may weigh hundreds or thousands of pounds less!
You primarily need to worry about the Horsepower if you are going to use is a cutter, posthole or anything running off of the power takeoff.

If you are going to pull blade, plow or disc and use a front end loader you better pay attention to the weight of the tractor along with the horsepower.  It doesn’t matter if you have 100 HP; if the tractor weight cannot keep the wheels from slipping you are not going anywhere!
You will find that most of our Mahindra Tractors will outweigh nearly all other brands with equal Horsepower!  The result is that they will pull harder, the 3-point lift more and the front end loaders will lift heavier loads because the tractor will stay on the ground!
I hope this will help with your tractor selection and if you have any other questions please call us and we will help!
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